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second act and her big string of pearls* The play
was boomed and advertised by every means available,
On the opening night the theatre was besieged, and
from that time the show never looked back* It
enjoyed a long run of over two years and was an
outstanding success, and in that success I, too, had
my share, in the role of" Vanucci." It had originally
been filled by Gilda Varesi, who was unfortunate
enough to fall ill.
As I have already said, communications with
Russia were extremely difficult and I had been
many months without news of my husband.
Suddenly I received a letter from Trombetti,
written from Rome, where he had been sent on an
important mission by the Marchese Carlotti, the
Italian Ambassador in Petrograd, whose right hand
Trombetti had now become. My husband told me
of his great joy in seeing his parents again, and how
happy he was that he had been able to arrange to
pass through London on his way back to his post in
Russia, I was overjoyed, as otherwise we should
not have been able to meet at that time.
He arrived one evening of September in 1916
whilst I was playing in Romance, so I could only meet
him after the performance.
Nobody even suspected my marriage, hence many
of the complications and difficulties for our meeting.
But I will explain this later.
He remained with me for two days, after which
followed more months of silence, as he returned to
his post in Russia,
I still lived at St. Andrew's Mansions and I used
to dine before going to the theatre at six-thirty,
during which time it had become the habit of several